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John Soechting (soech001@umn.edu)

| hope you find this newsletter interest-
ing and we hope to make this an annual (or
biannual) event. But we need signs of life from
you! Let us know what is new in your life -
professionally or personally and we’ll share it
with everyone. Our first solicitation for news
was very successful and | hope it prods more
of you to respond. You can send any news to
me or to Malaak (mous0025@umn.edu).

| have been acting as Director of Un-
dergraduate Studies since July 2007, since
Martha Flanders is on a leave of absence (see
below). It has been a crash course in learning
the myriad of rules that govern the under-
graduate experience and | still don’t know
most of them. But |I've enjoyed meeting one-
on-one with many of our present undergradu-
ates. | also still teach in the spring semester
course.

Martha Flanders is working at the Na-
tional Science Foundation as a Program Direc-
tor in Neural Systems Biology. She was re-
cruited to serve in a 1-2 year rotating position,
where she is involved in deciding which re-
search proposals should be supported by the
Foundation. She finds it interesting to act as
an employee of the federal government, she
enjoys living in Washington DC in a tiny
apartment with a view of the National Zoo,
and she thinks it is cool to ride the Metro in-
stead of sitting in traffic on 35W.

Paul Mermelstein is siill the course di-
rector for Neuroscience 3101 (Molecules to
Madness), but starting this year Lorene Lanier
has taken on some of the paperwork, acting
as co-director with Paul. Paul Letourneau and
Paolo Kofuji continue to contribute lectures as
well. The popularity of the course is still grow-
ing; this year enrollment has set a new record

at 94.

In Martha Flanders’ absence, Geoff
Ghose has taken over as course director for
Neuroscience 3102W, the second of the intro-
ductory courses for Neuroscience majors. The
course is maintaining its focus on exploring re-
current themes in neuroscience using original
research papers. This year several new
themes, including the retinal processing and
vertebrate pattern generation, will be covered
thanks to the inclusion of two new faculty
members into the course, Robert Miller and
Mark Masino. Mark Masino just joined our
faculty last spring and he has already re-
cruited a few undergraduates into his lab
working on neural networks in the spinal cords
of mice and zebrafish.

The laboratory course continues to be
taught by Dale Branton and Janet Dubinsky.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU TOO. SEND
UPDATES TO MOUS0025@UMN.EDU OR
SOECHO001@UMN.EDU.
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